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The creation of art happened a very long time ago, to get an idea 
just how long ago, try imagining your great-grandmother; and then 
imagine another thousand greats on top of that. This would take us 
to about 30,000 years ago - when the caves of Lascaux were paint-
ed. These caves were only discovered in 1940 (79 years ago), when a 
young man’s dog fell into a hole! 
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Back in 30,000 BC, the animals living in Europe were very different from 
the ones we see today: woolly rhinoceroses, mammoths, cave bears, meg-
aloceroses (giant deer), and hyenas. While the people made these caves 
their homes, we do not know why they painted on the caves, because 
these paintings are found very deep in the caves where it would be very 
hard to see, we believe it wasn't for decoration. The first artists would 
use pieces of charred wood, to draw the animals and then color them in 
with soil, ground stones, and plants. Sometimes they would even draw 
humans.  
Because these paintings are so old, we cannot see them in person, howev-
er there is a manmade cave of exact replicas copied onto the walls so you 
can see what they look like in person. 
There are many caves throughout France with artwork just as old, how-
ever most are closed off to people in the hopes to preserve them. 



Robinson Township Library Ÿ1000 Church Hill Rd  Pittsburgh PA 15205 Ÿ  412.787.3906 Ÿ  www.robinsonlibrary.org 

Lascaux Cave Paintings 

1. Draw, shade, or trace animals with oil pastels or crayons 

2. Layer the crayon or oil pastel so the color is dark 

3. Add watercolors to the inside of the animal  
*Feel free to add paint as a background or add some stick figure people! 



Young Artists 

Book List 
13 Paintings Children Should Know 
by  Angela Wenzel   
 

People of all ages are fascinated by Mona Lisa’s be-
guiling smile, and Van Gogh’s hypnotic night sky, 
These paintings and ten others are featured in the 
book with interesting details.  

13 Artists Children Should Know 
by  Angela Wenzel   
 

This heavily illustrated book featuring the 
world's greatest painters is an excellent in-
troduction for young readers to artists and 
their works.  

13 Modern Artists Children Should Know  
by  Brad Finger  
 

From Cubism to cartoons, this book of eye-
popping art and engaging activities introduc-
es young readers to modern art. Picasso, Cha-
gall, Calder, Lichtenstein, Hockney...  

13 Art Inventions Children Should Know 
by  Florian Heine  
 

13 examples of some of the most important 
breakthroughs in artistic technology offers 
kids an exciting new perspective on the world 
of art.   

Impressionism: 13 Artists Children Should Know 
by  Florian Heine  
 

Presenting a variety of impressionist art, this 
inviting book shows young readers how paint-
ers like Claude Monet introduced impression-
ist styles and changed the course of art. 

13 Women Artists Children Should 
Know  
by  Bettina Shuemann  
 

This book teaches a young audience about the 
works and lives of thirteen women artists 
through informative texts, puzzles, coloring 

13 American Artists Children Should 
Know 
by  Brad Finger  
 

This lively introduction to some of the towering 
figures in American art will inspire children to 
dream, create, and think.  

The Usborne Book of Famous Artists 
by  Ruth Brocklehurst   
 

Looks at the life and work of some of the 
greatest artists in history, including Michel-
angelo, Rembrandt, Monet, and Picasso.  

Art Explorers Series 
by  Joyce Raimondo 
 

 The Art Explorers series offers a new approach to art, encouraging 
kids to interpret what they see in famous artworks, then try the 
techniques themselves.  
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Teaching Notes 

Caves of Lascaux 
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Material List 

 Brown Craft Paper 

 Oil pastels 

 Crayons 

 Watercolors 

 Paintbrushes 

 Cave Art Stencils  

 Lascaux info sheet 

 Lascaux trading card 

 High quality prints of other 

paintings 

Optional: Painting smocks 

Before the lesson, prep tables with books, 

stencils, and photos of the cave art. Each 

table will need oil pastels and crayons, 

water, watercolors, and paint brushes.  

Read out the information sheet. 

Ask the children which one is their favor-

ite and why...share your favorite.  

 Walk the children through the cave art 

lesson:  

1. Draw, shade, or trace animals with oil 

pastels or crayons 

2. Layer the crayon or oil pastel so the 

color is dark 

3. Add watercolors to the inside of the 

animal 

4. Feel free to add paint as a background 

or add some stick figure people! 

If there is time, let the children experi-

ment with more paper and other scene 

options.  

 


