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READING LIST - GRADES 7 & 8

o Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier

Night Gardener - Auxier

The Night Gardener follows two abandoned Irish siblings who travel to work as servants at a creepy, crumbling
English manor house. But the house and its family are not quite what they seem. Soon the children are confronted
by a mysterious spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives. With Auxier’s exquisite command of
language, The Night Gardener is a mesmerizing read and a classic in the making.

Pub. 2014 - 350 pages

e Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Fever 1793 - Anderson

It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of
fever. Down near the docks, many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include
Polly, the serving girl at the Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a
moment to mourn the passing of her childhood playmate. New customers have overrun her family's
coffee shop, located far from the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but
overshadowed by dreams of growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But
when the fever begins to strike closer to home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way

to a new fight—the fight to stay alive. Pub. 2000 - 252 pages
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e Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart

Mysterious Benedict - Stewart

Dozens of children respond to this peculiar ad in the newspaper and are then put through a series of mind-bending
tests, which readers take along with them. Only four children-two boys and two girls-succeed. Their to go on a
secret mission that only the most intelligent and inventive children could complete. To accomplish it they will have
to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.
But what they'll find in the hidden underground tunnels of the school is more than your average school supplies.
So, if you're gifted, creative, or happen to know Morse Code, they could probably use your help.

Pub. 2007 - 497 pages

Curse of the Night Witch by Alex Aster
Night Witch - Aster

Twelve-year-old Tor Luna was born with a leadership emblem, just like his mother. But he hates his
mark and is determined to choose a different path for himself. So, on the annual New Year's Eve
celebration, where Emblemites throw their wishes into a bonfire in the hopes of having them
granted, Tor wishes for a different power.

Pub. 2020 - 352 pages

o Front Desk by Kelly Yang
Front Desk - Yang

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets.

Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents clean the
rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests.
Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've
been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed.

Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks she should stick to
math because English is not her first language?

Pub. 2018 - 298 pages



